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District CHIEF REPORT

Greetings Gamma Rho Brothers,

any exciting changes have taken place recently both in the General Fraternity
and in District XVII, not least of which has been the “changing of the guard”
in our district. I have replaced Kirk Little, East Carolina ’82, as District Chief;
Kirk remains active with the Fraternity, but in his new roles as Vice President on the
Board of Trustees and as Region N Director (Districts VI, XVI, XVII).

Although my presence may be new to you, I have been active with the Fraternity
both during my undergraduate days and following graduation. I graduated magna cum
laude, Phi Beta Kappa, from Hampden-Syndey College in 1993 with majors in Latin
and Greek. I have served for the last five years as the Chapter Counselor for the
Hampden-Sydney chapter and the last two years as Assistant District Chief (ADR)
under Kirk’s rutelage. During my tenure as ADC, I worked mainly with the Lynchburg
and Hampden-Sydney chapters in Virginia. Currently, I am pursuing a graduate degree
in the Classics at the University of Virginia while working full-time in my fifth year of
public education, teaching Latin III for the Henrico Distance Learning Network and
the Virginia Satellite Educational Network.

On the General Fraternity front, the delegates at the 159th General voted in
constitutional changes that outline a new chapter reporting system. Many of you may
be familiar with the former Good-Troubled-Suspended system, but the new system is
meant to align better with those used on many college and university campuses. The
new system still labels “Chapter in Good Standing,” but now when minor problems
arise, the chapter will be “On Warning” (a modified version of the once “Troubled”
status) and will receive a letter of warning from the General Secretary. The chapter will
remain at this status until such time as the addressed deficiencies have been corrected. A
chapter with more serious deficiencies will be “On Probation.” Again, a letter from the
General Secretary will detail the deficiencies and the measures necessary to correct the
situation. If the probation criteria are not met within a specified time limit, then the
chapter will be suspended cither for financial reasons or for risk management
infractions. Should the offense causing suspension be serious enough, the chapter may
be subject to reorganization or may be disbanded completely on that campus.

However, I am happy to report that the Duke Betas are “In Good Standing” and
have an excellent financial rating with a $1,000 credit on the books. Despite the
seemingly hostile atmosphere on the Duke campus as the administration considers
climinating the “fraternity floors” in the dorms, the undergraduate members have a
positive outlook, continuing to rush vigorously and maintain their high academic
standards.

I am looking forward to mecting more of the undergraduates in the near future as I
plan our conclave for the beginning of the spring semester. I hope to hold the conclave in
conjunction with Jason Bennett, Georgia 95, the new DC for District XVI (University of
Virginia, Virginia Tech, Washington and Lee). I shall keep the members of this association
informed as more concrete plans are laid. Perhaps some of vou may want to attend the
Conclave. The new Men of Principle program initiated by the General Fraternity
encourages the active participation of alumni in all aspects of their chapter’s
developement. I know that some of you may feel powerless to influence the chapter
without a financial lever, but I assure you that active alumni participation in such
activities as conclaves, leadership conferences, and the General Convention can also
influence the undergraduate membership.

If you would like to help me better understand the Duke Beta experience from your
point of view or to ask more probing questions about District XVIT and the General
Fraternity, please feel free to contact me through any of the following means:

J. Patrick Wright, H-SC *93
(Home)

2512 Old Hearth Ct.
Richmond VA 23233
804-360-4485

Electronic Classroom
7053 Messer Rd.
Richmond, VA 23231
804-226-8725 (voice)
804-236-3687 (fax)
pwright3@pen.k12.va.us

Yours in __kai__,

é‘PM-)

Patrick
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THANK YOU TO THESE BROTHERS
whose checks were in the mail
when we acknowledged
our 1997-1998 contributors:
Kenneth M. Towe #319,
Richard F. VWatson#385,
Ivan L. Blinoff #815,

Sean |. Ryan #1100.

TDB THANKS
John Swartz #3 14
for donating the surplus from
the '50s Group meeting
in Santa Fe'to
The Duke Beta!
We publish-again.

GammMA REO QA

Q: 1999 will be the 60th Anniversary of
the founding of the Beta Chapter at Duke.
Is anything special being planned for this
momentous occasion?

A: TDB knows of no special celebration,
but Gamma Rho’s 60th Anniversary will
be toasted at the annual All Duke Beta
Tailgate Party before the Vanderbilt game
on October 30, 1999.

Q: Did Gamma Rho ever have a
Loving Cup?

A: TDB has verified from several Brothers
that the chapter had, and used, a three-
handle Loving Cup at one time. This silver
bowl, which now would cost $485,
unengraved, per the Beta catalogue,
apparently disappeared a number of years
ago. It would be appreciated if someone
would tell TDB, for publication; what
happened to the Loving Cup, possibly
who has it, when it was last seen, and even
when it was purchased.

Q: When is rush? Who is rush chairman,
and how do I contact him?

A: Gamma Rho must be going to rush
the hell out of this year’s freshmen as it
has Rush Tri-Chairmen, Adriano
Martinez, Box 97989, Durham, NC
27708, 919-613-2861; Shinpei Takeda,
Box 99621, Durham, NC 27708, 919-
613-2908; and Mark Risis, Box
95069, Durham, NC 27708, 919-613-
1564. Duke has spring rush, which will
start approximately January 11, 1999, at
the beginning of second semester.

Q: Did Gamma Rho win any awards at the
1998 Beta Convention in Miami?

A: TDB hasn’t heard of any. In any event,
no member of the undergraduate chapter
attended. However, Gamma Rho was
represented at the convention by Robert
Gettinger #718, and possibly others.



THe Duke Beta

Peg and John R. Eastman #45 (994
Garden Loop, Placerville, CA 95667,
jacke@innercite.com) were in touch with
Joe Grossenheider #47 and planning to
see him.

When we last heard from him, H. William
Gillen #74 (2038 Trinity Ave.,
Wilmington, NC 28405) had cnjoyed a
trip to Greece and was looking forward to
traveling to Tunis.

John L. Sherrill #168 (181 Rutledge
Rd., Greenwood, SC 29649; sherrill@
aisqwd.com) will be chairing the Annual
Fund Campaign for the 50th reunion of
the Class of 1950. He has received the
C.A. Dukes Award for service to Duke.

Physician Sidney H. Wanzer #201 (286
Barretts Mill Rd., Concord, MA 01742)
wrote to us last spring. He was soon to
retire after practicing medicine for
almost four decades. During the last 10
years, he was with the Harvard
University health services.

Frank C. Sherrill IIT #219 (9794
Martingham Cir., #3, St. Michaels, MD
21663) continues to enjoy boating on
the Chesapeake. “At my age, my
nickname is changing from ‘Skipper’ to
‘The Ancient Mariner.””

Rosamund and Raymond D. Allison
#235 (221 Elgin Ave., Washington, IL
61571) have been married 46 years. The
couple were looking forward to a
Panama Canal cruise earlier in the year.

When he attended his 45-year reunion in
November 1997, David D. Johnson
#247 (11803 Rochampton Sq.,
Richmond, VA 23233; ddowdecllj@
juno.com) was disappointed that he was
the only 1952 Beta there. “Let’s all try
to make the 50th.” David has seen Carol
and Bill Griffith #186.

S. Richard Bauman #268 (4403
Tuckahoe Rd., Memphis, TN 38117)
has many fond memories of his days at
the fraternity and continues to enjoy seeing
brothers through reunions and visits.

Mary and Gene L. James #296 (5716
Oak Lndg. N.W., Atlanta, GA 30327)
were looking forward to the Beta
reunion in Santa Fe this September.

Since his retirement in 1997, E. Blake
Byrne #350 (1515 Skylark Ln., Los
Angeles, CA 90069) has enjoyed spending
time at his second home in Paris, France.
He is a fine arts collector with Blake Byrne
Fine Arts and chairman of the board of
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The Skylark Foundation. Blake also serves
on the Trinity College Board of Visitors.
In other activities, he volunteers with the
Museum of Contemporary Art, the
Museum of Television and Radio, and the
Human Rights Campaign.

James H. Wilkerson #354 (216 Clay Hill
Cir., Hunt Valley, MD 21030) visited
Duke in March with his 12-year-old
granddaughter. He and Mitzi attended the
gathering hosted by John Swartz #314 in
September.

Anthony Weir #363 has his own
advertising company, Weir Marketing
Communications (516 St. Anne’s L.,
Exton, PA 19341), and is an owner and
director of two other companies. He is
married and has two children and three
grandchildren.

Now that his 16-year-old son is driving
and thinking about college, Peter V.
Taylor #369 would like to hear from
brothers who have been through the same
experiences with their children. You can
contact Peter via e-mail at pvtaytac@
brigadoon.com or by snail mail at 6002
Bayview Dr. N.E., Tacoma, WA 98422,

Like others of his era, Oliver K. Niess Jr.
#370 (10055 Kit Carson Ln., Colorado
Springs, CO 80920) was looking forward
to the fall reunion with John Swartz
#314 and contemporaries.

Richard F. Watson #385 (13731
Elmstead Rd., Midlothian, VA 23113;
rwatson@bcam.com), managing director
of Branch Cabell & Co. Inc., is the
grandfather of three boys. He spends as
much time as possible at his second home
on Bogue Bank in North Carolina. Dick
sees Tony Weir #363.

Civil rights attorney Daniel Lavery #455
is married and has three children.
Correspondence for him can be sent to his
office at Encino Law Center, 15915
Ventura Blvd., #304, Encino, CA 91436.
His Internet address is djasb@aol.com.

Gerald L. Brown #457 (Lost Valley,
3957 Blufton Mill Rd., Free Union, VA
22940) is a professor of psychology at the
University of Virginia Medical School. He
and his wife of two years have a 1-year-old
son, John. Gerald also has four grown
daughters and tour grandchildren.

Thomas P. Losee Jr. #464 (P.O. Box
471, Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724) has
two grandsons.
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“The skiing, golf and just about
everything else is great,” writes Don A.
Dettmering #465 (P.0. Box 8390,
Breckenridge, CO 80424; dond@
imageline.com). “Come on out.”

Playing duplicate bridge, Randall S.
Pettit #479 (2010 Roswell Rd., #24A8,
Marietta, GA 30068) received the trophy
tor the Barry Crane Top 500 Champion-
ship in 1997 by winning the most master
points in North America, The award is
given by the American Contract Bridge
League.

John R. Freeman #516 (300 Kenrt St.,
#2, Brookline, MA 02146; freemanas@
aol.com), a financial consultant with
Freeman and Associates, sees Roger
Geller #543 on occasion and enjoyed a
visit from Grant Harmon #522 carlier
this year.

After more than 28 years as an FBI agent,
P. Grant Harmon Jr. #522 (9231 Byron
Ter., Burke, VA 22015; pgharmon@
aol.com) retired in April of this year with
plans to start a new career. While traveling
a few months ago, he and his wife, Trish,
saw Monica and John Freeman #516 at
their summer home on Peaks Island off
the coast of Maine.

In recognition of his work, Charles F.
Deleot #550 (1330 Ala Moana Blvd.,
#2504, Honolulu, HI 96814) was
honored in March 1998 with the
Department of Navy Civilian Superior
Performance Award, the second highest
award granted to civilian employees of the
Department of the Navy.

A pilot with American Airlines, Glen B.
Gray #575 (325 Terrell Rd. W,
Charlottesville, VA 22901) is now training
new captains and first officers in the
Boeing 727.

G. Thomas Pratt Jr. #589 (3824 Tracy
St., Los Angeles, CA 90027), a vice
president at Windward Capital
Management Co., is married to Grace and
has two sons.

Lawrence E. Blanchard III #635 (4101
Sulgrave Rd., Richmond, VA 23221,
Iblanchard@msv.org) is a physician with
Dermatology Associates of Virginia. He is
serving a vear-long term as president of
the Medical Society of Virginia.
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