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Carmel - Ken Derrick, 79, passed away peacefully, at home, after a brief but courageous battle with cancer.
He was raised in West Hartford, CT, a 1950 graduate of Hall High School. He lettered in track and was active in theater productions.
He graduated from Duke University in 1954 with a BA in Economics and Psychology. His social life centered around his fraternity, Beta Theta Pi. He was a varsity cheerleader and passionate basketball fan. He attended many Final Four and ACC basketball tournaments that led to a lifelong fellowship with his Beta brothers.
His military career began in Pensacola, FL in 1957, getting his wings and carrier qualification on the USS Essex. He attended the Naval School of Justice in Newport, RI and joined the USS Yorktown as a helicopter pilot in Yokosuka, Japan.
After the Navy, Ken returned to CT in the investment/ banking business. He was a stockbroker for many years with Cooley & Co. He became Senior VP, Treasurer and Director of Mechanic's Savings Bank.
A social extrovert and salesman by nature, he shifted into retail, owning and operating businesses in St. Thomas and Maui. He traveled extensively throughout the Caribbean, South Pacific and China, often saying, "Yin had never met Yang."
In 1982, Ken settled in Carmel and established The Elegant Set, a crystal and linen shop that has been at the same location ever since. He was an 18-year sponsor of The Concours d'Elegance and awarded the Best of Show, Lalique, trophy for many years. He was a member of the Hartford Canoe Club, the International Club of P.G. and a lay leader of the Church of the Wayfarer.
He will be remembered for his sense of humor and his passion for life, especially music, singing, dancing, theater, politics and as an avid Red Sox fan and season ticket holder.
He will be dearly missed by his wife of 24 years, Judy. He was preceded in death by his father, Charles; mother, Molly; and sister, Lynn Amstutz. He is survived by his daughters, Alison of Oklahoma, Deb of Virginia; son, Chuck of Vermont; and five grandchildren.
A private celebration of life will be held in Connecticut in July. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Hospice of the Central Coast at donations.chomp.org or charity of choice.
To sign Ken's guestbook, please visit
www.thepaulmortuary.com.
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