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In 2003 Duke’s Eta Prime chapter of Kappa Sigma fraternity became unrecognized nationally due to incidents of misconduct. The chapter subsequently lost its membership in the Interfraternity Council and with that, campus recognition. 
Last Fall Kappa Sigma’s national organization granted a provisional charter to the group, which is no longer on campus and remains unaffiliated with the University. 
It is certainly perplexing that Kappa Sigma fraternity’s national organization would restore ties to the chapter, even provisionally, when the University is not willing to do the same. The off-campus fraternity will apparently operate as a Durham, N.C. chapter rather than a Duke University chapter, no doubt making it difficult for the fraternity to fulfill its stated aims of “serving college and community” while operating from outside of it.
The fact that only seniors can live off campus also limits the potential impact of the fraternity and its ability to reach other students. Off-campus fraternities are less likely to foster the camaraderie among classes that is unique to living in an on-campus section. 
We support the administration’s decision to discourage students from joining unrecognized fraternities. Only groups that are willing to submit themselves to the oversight of their peers should be able to reap the benefits of being recognized by the University.
Despite administrative warnings, off-campus fraternities occupy a part of Duke’s social scene, and for the security of its students the administration should continue to make students—particularly freshmen—aware of the risks of affiliating with unrecognized groups. 
Fraternities themselves should want to remain a part of the campus community. The advantages to remaining a part of the Interfraternity Council include housing, programming, the ability to use on-campus facilities and overall legitimacy as an organization. 
The University does, however, need to continue to monitor the activities of off-campus fraternities because their actions do reflect and have reflected on the University. The behavior of unrecognized, off-campus fraternities has received negative attention nationally, as seen in the media fascination with last semester’s offensive party invitation e-mails. 
It will be interesting to see how fraternities respond to the transition from the quad model to the house model in the coming years. If the house model truly makes housing more equitable for independents and selective living groups, fraternities might have a reason to complain or threaten to relocate off-campus. Administrators should realize the importance of keeping fraternities as recognized campus organizations under the purview of IFC.
The perils of an alternative arrangement can be seen at Princeton University, where about 10 fraternities operate without the school’s official recognition. After a recent series of stories published in The Daily Princetonian exposed brutal hazing rituals last Spring, Princeton President Shirley Tilghman told the Princeton Alumni Weekly that she was considering whether to continue the school’s existing policies or attempt to ban students from participating in greek organizations altogether.
While Kappa Sigma’s ability to obtain a charter, even as an unrecognized group is surprising in many ways, we are confident that it will not become a model for other fraternities to follow. Fraternities deserve the benefit of University recognition, and their members should work to ingratiate themselves with the broader campus community rather than withdraw from it. | 
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