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Alumni News

After 38 years of owning and
operating a truck line, William M.
Ludwig #15 sold his business in
1995. In September, he moved to
a new home at 5312 Bermuda
Village, Advance, NC 27006 and
across the street from former
roommate Frank Baker #8. Bill
writes, “Memories of Duke and
Gamma Rho will always be fresh
and a source of pride.”

George W. Sterner #37 (Sterner
Lumber, Box 120, 800 12th Ave.,
Belmar, NJ 07719) is still in
business with his brother and two
sons. “Four generations and 117
vears!”

Kenneth S. Shepard #40 (124
Viewmont Ln., Vacaville, CA
95688), a physician, serves as
medical director of the California
State Youth Authority and is also
an Episcopal clergyman. From
undergraduate days, he recalls
being one of the first musical
singing leaders in Gamma Rho and
writing the chapter song, “Duke
and Beta.” He was also the first
Beta to be initiated on Duke
campus. “Shep” is father to seven
children, ages 11 to 48, and has 16
grandchildren. Via the Internet,
you will find him at kshep.aol.

Brothers on the Internet can
contact Joseph W. Grossenheider
#47 (2702 Southern Hills Blvd.,
Springtield, MO 65804) at
joegross@dialnet.net. He would
like the e-mail addresses of others
of his era.

Margaret and Edward S. Bott
#49 (7616 Foley Dr., Belleville,
1L 62223) have three children and
six grandchildren. Ed, a retired
banker, has served as director of
Memorial Hospital tor the last 22
years.

Traveling by motor home, Robert
D. Morrison #53 (P.O. Box
4172, Sunriver, OR 97707) and
his wife, Pat, are on a three-year
“safari” through the States and
Canada.

H. William Gillen #74 (2038
Trinity Ave., Wilmington, NC
28405) presented three
history-of-medicine papers in
1995-96 and published one. He
enjoyed a two-week trip to Greece
and Rhodes.

When he wrote last summer, John
E. Reyle #101 (6 Edgewood Dr.,

Newburgh, NY 12550) was
planning to attend the Duke/
Army football game at West Point
in September. He gets together
every few months with C. Guy
Rivers #97 who lives nearby.

J. R. Hoyle Wilson #115 (5010
Bayshore Blvd., #11, Tampa, FL
33611) has resided in the Sunshine
State for nine years and loves it.
He would like to hear from any
other Duke Betas in his area,
especially those as “ancient™ as he.
Joseph L. Loughran #158 (4106
Laurel Ln., Lafayette Hill, PA
19444), who has been practicing
law for more than 40 years, is
retired from the Naval Reserves as
a rear admiral. He plays squash
doubles once a week and moves
cruising-class sailboats up and
down the Atlantic coast. With
Cynthia, his wife of 41 years, he
has four sons and three
grandchildren.

Kendall P. Hayes #207 (244 E.
North Ave., Lake Bluff, IT.
60044), president of Preston
Marketing, receives e-mail at
khayes1022@aol.com. In his free
time, he enjoys lots of travel and
biking. Ken is hoping to stop by
the chapter sometime. “Keep up
the good work!”

Now living in their summer home
on Maryland’s eastern shore,
Nancy and Frank Sherrill #219
(9794 Martingham Cir., #3, St.
Michaels, MD 21663) are
enjoying boating, nice neighbors
and the local wildlife.

Alden B. Gorham #228 (317
Lindsey Ct., Cape Canaveral, FL
32920), who retred from Johnson
Controls and as a captain in the
Naval Reserve, is serving as
chairman of the Recreation Board
for the City of Cape Canaveral.
Earlier this year, “Bob” spent four
weeks in Africa on safari.

“Always enjoy reading The Dutke
Beta. Keep them coming,” notes
Bruce W. Reyle #233 (10518
Providence Way, Fairfax, VA
22030). He is a real estate
appraiser and the president of
Bruce W. Reyle & Co. Inc.

T. Neal McNamara #234 retired
as chairman of Pillsbury Madison
& Sutro, the 10th largest law firm
in the country, in January 1996
and has moved to 5129 St. Helena
Hwy., Napa, CA 94558. He was
named “Father of the Year” by the
Father of the Year Council and the
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation.

Retired attorney Wright Hugus
#237 (109 Smith St., Fairfield, CT
06430) was one of the first to
specialize in sports law and
represented many prominent
sports figures such as Dorothy
Hamill, Janet Guthrie and James
Hunt. Wright has three children
and three grandchildren.

When he wrote in June, David D.
Johnson #247 (11803
Rochampton Sq., Richmond, VA
23233) had just received a new hip
and was hoping to be “out and
about™ before long. You can reach
David electronically at
ddowdellj@juno.com. He would
like to get e-mail addresses from
old classmates.

Thomas U. Todd #294 (155
Magnolia Ave., Cincinnati, OH
45246) wrote this summer that his
youngest son, Michael, would be
joining him in his practice,
Springdale Family Medicine, in
September.

In July we heard from Kenneth
M. Towe #319. He was planning
to retire as a research geologist
after 32 years with the
Smithsonian Institute and to
relocate to 230 W. Adams St.,
Tennille, GA 31089. In August,
he was to be remarried. “Brother
Rolf #395 and wife Neely will be
attendance when Neely joins me in
matrimony to Harriet Lawson
Dana,” he wrote. Concerning
Lo-Lai, Ken noted that the game
was started in 1954 or 1955. “I
played the game against the wall
(and windows - some broken of
course) of Section H. Frequent
plavers were Chuck Howard
#303, Pete Grumhaus #301,
Sam Miller #306, G. P. Smith
#349, Mike Jackson #334, Jack
Pettit #335, Rube Scharges
#312, Kit Weir #315, O. K.
Niess #370, John Schmitt #302
and many others.”

“The newsletter is really great,”
wrote E. Blake Byrne #350
(1515 Skylark Ln., Los Angeles,
CA 90069) last summer. He was
looking forward to attending the
Democratic National Convention
in Chicago.

James H. Wilkerson #354 (216
Clay Hill Cir., Hunt Valley, MD

21030) retired from Pitman Co.

after 32 years of service.

Peter J. Denker #366 (4509
Valley Ridge Rd., Dallas, TX
75220) also responded to our
request for the history of Lo-Lai.

“While you are correct that we did
not have an adequate Lo-Lai court
until we moved to Wannamaker,
the game did in fact get started
when we were in the old section in
House H.” He notes that many of
his contemporaries, particularly
brothers whose rooms faced the
main quadrangle, will remember
the early days of Lo-Lai and plenty
of broken glass. “The ball had to
be caught and thrown back in one
motion and with only one wall. It
was more like a version of outdoor
handball. The move to
Wannamaker provided additional
walls which made the game more
like the original Hi Lai which uses
three walls.”

Peter V. Taylor #369, who is
semi-retired and doing a little
consulting, left San Francisco in
July and moved to 5455 Hyada
Blvd. N.E., Tacoma, WA 98422,
He, too, remembers Lo-Lai being
played in the early- to mid-1950s.

During the last 11 years, Oliver K.
Niess Jr. #370 (10055 Kit Carson
Ln., Colorado Springs, CO
80920) has enjoyed every minute
of his retirement. He spends
January through April in Sun City
West, Ariz. “Y?all come see me
cither in Colorado or in Arizona.”

Leroy H. King Jr. #379 (1807
Spruce Dr., Carmel, IN 46033)
recalls Lo-Lai being played after
the move to Wannamaker.

Larry E. Parsons #391 (2 Yacht
Club Dr., Rocky River, OH
43116) has worked for Ken-Mac
Metals the last 16 vears. The
company has been purchased by
Thyssen Inc., the North American
arm of a German conglomerate.
Larry is to remain president of
Ken-Mac and has been made an
executive vice president of
Thyssen.

Rolf H. Towe #395 (63
Rockwood L., Greenwich, CT
06830) is senior managing
director of The Clipper Group, a
New York-based merchant
banking firm. He is also chairman
of the board of Long John Silver’s
Restaurants in Lexington, Ky.

Last spring, D. Laird Blue #425
(2901 Corte Portofino, Newport
hilarious outlook that we shared in

college back before we became Old
Time Betas.”

David Reed Kram #1027 (4216
Fairfax Dr., Columbus, OH 43220)
has entered a master’s program at
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CHAPTER ADVISER MUSINGS

By Biil Losee #361

I started the May article by
saying that Gamma Rho is
alive and very, very strong at
Duke. Ditto that for this fall
newsletter!

In his district report for the
Convention Issue of the Beta
Theta Pi Magazine, Kirk Little
wrote about the academic
achievements of the chapter,
pointing out that in the 1995-96
year Gamma Rho had two Phi
Beta Kappas and one Fulbright
Scholar. Couple that with an
overall GPA of 3.2 and it is not
surprising.

You may recall from the May
article my mention of one
“downside” problem — that of
collecting final obligations from
graduating seniors. I’m happy to
report that this problem may be
a thing of the past. For the first
time since I can remember, the
chapter started the 1996-97
academic year debt-free. In
short, all funds due to National
were paid.

On a social note — once
again, Jean and I shared a meal
at our house with the current
officers and had a most enjoyable
evening. In that regard I
thought you might like to read a
brief biography on each of the
officers.

President Atif Hague #1093
is a junior from Vicksburg, Miss.
*Graduate of the Mississippi
School for Science and Math
*Eagle Scout
*Pre-Med /Biomedical Engi-
neering Major
*Member of the Duke IFC and
Project Wild Stuff
*Enjoys camping, hiking, and
fishing
*Post-graduation goals — either
to become a physician or a
member of a governmental
intelligence agency.

Vice President Nikhil Parsh
#1095 is a senior from
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

*BAA Major

*Enjoys canoeing and studies
both North Carolina and

Tennessee wild flowers
*Post-graduation goal -
medical school

Secretary Michael Bernstein
#1108 is a sophomore,
originally from Fairfield,
Conn., who now lives in
Milton, Mass.

*Hobbies include skiing,
sailing and watching TV (he’s
a dic-hard Red Sox baseball
fan)

*History major and trivia
buff

*Works 16 hours per week at
Duke University Medical
Center

*Post-graduation goal —
med school

Treasurer Edgar Domingo
#1109 is a sophomore from
Dallas, Texas.

*Psychology major

*Enjoys camping, reading,
and “counseling” his
maladjusted friends; says the
Cowboys aren’t America’s
team — they’re Jis team!
*Post-graduation goals —
grad school and a career in
clinical psychology

One of the great things
about this chapter is the
diverse backgrounds of its
members and at the same
time their common interests
as a fraternity. We should
rejoice in that.

On a personal note, I
regret to report the death of
my pledge son, James B.
“Blackdog” Wallace #416.
The last time we saw Jim was
on May 4 at a 60th birthday
Pig Pickin’ for this crusty
OTB. One month later Jim
died suddenly of a brain
aneurysm. Please join me in
keeping Jim and his widow
Sue in your prayers.

As always, if you have any
thoughts, ideas, etc., for the
good of the chapter, please
get in touch with me at 5149
Troon Lane, Durham, NC
27712;919-383-4674.

Lo-LLat HisTorYy REPORT

learly, the definitive history

of Gamma Rho’s early
involvement with Lo-Lai remains
to be written. Thus far, there is
the following to report:

John Swartz #314, Pete
Taylor #369, Ken Towe #319
and Pete Dinker #366 (see
alumni news) insist that Lo-Lai,
or at least a game very similar to
it but called by another name,
was played by the Betas while the
chapter was still in House H.
Others disagree and believe the
game did not originate in
anything near its present form
until the move to Wannamaker
in the spring of 1958. Leroy
King #379 writes: “The game
began at the end of the short
drive down to a concrete ‘gym’
and used the end of the house
for the main wall. It seems to me
that the primary originators of
the game included George
Whyte #357, John Cole #364,

Warren Sparrow #378, and Tom
Enck #397. The original ball
seemed to be a hard black ball
that we also used for outdoor
handball,” but admits that his
memory might be suspect
because of his 59-year-old brain.

0O.K. Niess #370, while
bemoaning the fact that the
undergraduate chapter greatly
overemphasizes Lo-Lai in its
infrequent articles in the Beta
Theta Pi Magazine, proudly
reports that he and Warren
Hagen #337 could beat anybody
in doubles, at any time.

To close on a positive note, in
the search for the truth and the
beginnings of Lo-Lai, David
Carpenter #427 has advised The
Dutke Betn that he was one of the
originators of Lo-Lai in 1958,
and that he will be sending in a
factual account of the game’s
origins. The Duke Beta will
report as received.
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Back From THE DEAD

L. James Best Jr. #249,
reported as deceased in the first
issue of The Duke Beta, is more
than alive and well. Bruce W.
Reyle #233 has advised that
Brother Best is residing at 506

West Cumberland Street, Dunn,
NC 28334-4822, and is so much
alive he sent Bruce a Christmas
card. The Duke Beta regrets any
problems this error may have
caused Brother Best.








