

















JOHN HOBBS

Education: I graduated from Duke in 1958 with a BA in Political Science and a minor in Lo-Lai (I should have switched major and
minor since Poly Sci never did me any good). In June 1959, I quit my formal education after attending a year of law school at Washington
University-St. Louis and finding out that perusing old legal texts wasn’t my forte. I think I was burned out more than anything.

Family: Betty Foss and I got married in February 1965. We met on a blind date through a mutual friend and got married 9 months after our
first date (tallt about a whirlwind courtship). We celebrated our 43™ year of married bliss on February 26. Our first child, our daughter Stacy,
was born in September 1967. She is married, living in Ft. Myers, FL, with her husband, Greg, and has two children, a son, Benton, 7, and
daughter, Morgan, 6. Our son Scott was born in October 1971. He lives in the northern suburbs of Atlanta along with his wife, Carrie, and 3
boys: Grey, 9, Hayden, 7, and Tristan, 5. Betty and I have lived in a suburb of Atlanta called Sandy Springs for the past 30 years.

Work: The summer that I left law school in 1959, I was hired to start a management career with Missouri Pacific Railroad (now a part of
Union Pacific Corporation). I was the first management candidate in the company's new training program and was able to literally call my
own shots as to what departments and places I worked. I was a nomad for two years working in Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Texas, Nebraska
and Colorado doing a variety of different professions and learning how the railroad worked. I had joined the Air Force Reserve prior to this
job and was called up for active duty by the JFK administration in 1961 to serve 2 years overseas at an air base in Eastern France (right after
the Cuban missile crisis and as a show of force in response to the Russians and East Germans building the Berlin Wall). After discharge in
1963, I resumed work for Missouri Pacific and was based in Little Rock. In early 1964, I received a telephone call from a high school buddy
who said that his company, the IBM Corporation, was hiring new sales people for a new product line that was introduced that same year.

I had never considered sales as a profession but the offered pay was twice what I was currently making so [ resigned from the railroad and
became an IBMer. As it turned out, I made a career in various sales and sales management positions with IBM for the next 30 years working
in St. Louis; Carbondale, IL; Milwaukee; Charlotte and Atlanta. In June 1995, I was offered a buy-out and early retirement which, again, I
couldn't refuse (by now we all know what [ am). After leaving IBM, I did volunteer work until 1995 with former President Jimmy Carter’s
Atlanta Project which was designed to offer business startup opportunities for the African-American community in the Atlanta Metropolitan
Area. In September 1997, an old IBM customer acquaintance of mine called with a contracting opportunity in his business. Again, I showed
my for-profit colors and worked for him for two years before starting my own data processing consulting business in 2002 (I might as well use
the knowledge I had gained from working with IBM and make some bucks from it, right?). At the end of 2002 with the stock market in the
toilet and my business going the same way, | decided that real retirement was upon me; I cashed out and sold the business.

Life After Worl: For me, retirement is fun and relaxing. Betty and I have traveled extensively in the States as well as overseas. We have
attended a number of Beta reunions and enjoy seeing the Brothers from the 50s, telling jokes and sometimes outright lies. We also dote on
our grandchildren, as I think all good grandparents do. I still look forward to watching Duke basketball games on TV and occasionally seeing
them play against Georgia Tech in Atlanta and in NCAA tournaments. Duke was a great experience for me and I have nothing but good
memories of my time there and life-time friendships made.




NEIL JONES

Education: Immediately after graduation, I spent 3 years, 3 months on active duty in the Navy. My last tour of duty was Administrative
Aide and Deputy War Plans Officer to Vice-Admiral John McNay Taylor, Commander Amphibious Forces, Atlantic Fleet. | was under

the direct authority of the Senior War Plans Officer, Rear Admiral John McCain, the father of Senator John McCain II1. 1 was completely
involved in the Bay of Pigs and the Maritime Quarantine of Cuba. When I was released from active duty, I went to UNC Law School under
a Maurice Van Hecke Scholarship. During my law school years, I was also employed as Assistant Clerk of Superior Court for Orange
County. My last year, T was Vice-President of the Law School Student Body.

Family: Toward the end of my Navy days, I married Diana Johnson, who had been Miss Chapel Hill and Miss Yackety Yak at UNC. We
had one child, Holly Jones, while in Law School. We had a son, Matt Jones, when we landed in Wadesboro, NC. Later in Wadesboro, 1
married again and raised four stepchildren with Linda Dosser Jones. All told, the six children I helped rear received 14 degrees. The only
one with a Duke connection was Holly Jones, who graduated from Duke Divinity School. Most of the rest were relatively uneducated,
since they hold various degrees from UNC Chapel Hill and NC State. Holly Jones is currently serving her second term on the Asheville
City Council and is Vice-Mayor of Asheville.

Professional Career: After Law School, I went to the small, feral village of Wadesboro, NC to practice law. I was a trial lawyer from the
beginning, and the firm’s name was Taylor, McLendon and Jones. H.P. Taylor Jr. was the Speaker of the NC House of Representatives,
when I first appeared, and thereafter was Lieutenant Governor of North Carolina. Later, when [ was elected to the State Senate, | became a
sole practitioner and continued to perform as a trial attorney. I was Town Attorney for the Town of Wadesboro. I retired in 1998.

Civic and Political: While in law school, I was President of the Young Democrats, thereby gaining the honor of being the only person

to have been President of the Young Democrats at both Duke and UNC. In Wadesboro, I was President of the Rotary Club, the United
Appeal and the Twin Valley Country Club and served as Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Democratic Party for 12 years. |
served one term in the NC State Senate, and was named Qutstanding Freshman Legislator by the Raleigh Newa and Observer. 1 chaired the
University Trustees Committee and the Redistricting Committee. Thereafter, I was the first Chairman of the NC Emergency Medical

Care Commission and, in that capacity, initiated the system of emergency medical care now in effect in North Carolina. I was also the first
Chairman of the Substance Abuse Commission for the Department of Correction. I was the recipient in 1982 of the Russell Norbutt Award
from the North Carolina Addiction Professional Association for the most significant contribution for the advancement of care for addicted
persons in the state. In 2002, I was elected to the Anson County Board of County Commissioners and served one four-year term as Vice-
Chairman. Currently, I am Chairman of the Board of the Anson YMCA.

What It Means: Both from Duke and from fraternity life in Beta, I learned that the most important thing that one needs to do to be effective

is to “show up.”




