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Obituary

Gamma Rho Chapter of Beta Theta Pi

Durham, NC: Gamma Rho Chapter of Beta Theta Pi at Duke Uni-
versity went unwillingly to Wooglin on February 18, 2008. Gamma
Rho was chartered on October 6, 1939 and was closed by the Beta
Theta Pi General Fraternity at Oxford on February 18, 2008. During
its 68 years, 4 months and 12 days of uninterrupted existence, 1301
men were Initiated into what is acknowledged to have been the best
fraternity chapter ever at Duke. 988 Duke Betas now survive and
are active, 6 currently cannot be found, 104 have resigned or have
no interest. 203 have now joined Gamma Rho in Wooglin. It is also
survived by many Beta Sweethearts. Gamma Rho lived, almost until
its demise, in various dormitory sections on the Duke campus.
Beginning with Roll #1 initiated on December 6, 1939, and ending
with Roll #1302 initiated on December 17, 2007, (#911 was never as-
signed) the Brothers of Gamma Rho have always been a credit to their
faith, their families, Beta Theta Pi, Duke University, their country,
and the world. Far too many to list have achieved greatness, respect,
and honor in their chosen fields. It is expected that the survivors,
who reside in almost every state and numerous foreign countries, will
continue to do no less. Appreciation is expressed to the members of

Gamma Rho who were still Duke students at the closing and who tried
valiantly to prevent the closing; to the members of the Duke admin-
istration who likewise made an all out effort to save the Duke Beta
Chapter; and to the many Duke OTB'’s who assisted the Chapter and
who tried their damnedest to prevent it from being closed, both by
working with the Chapter, and by contacting the General Fraternity
on behalf of keeping it alive.

There will be no formal memorial service. It is expected that more
than an occasional Duke Beta will for many years raise a glass at the
sacred Lo-Lai Court in memory of Gamma Rho. Personal memorials
to Gamma Rho should be made to The Duke Beta newsletter, which has
rededicated itself to keeping the memory of Gamma Rho alive for the
988 interested Dule Betas, at The Duke Beta, Alumni Relations Pro-
cessing Center, P.O. Box 6000, Albert Lea, MIN 56007-9963; to Dule
University at Duke University, Office of Development, 2127 Campus
Drive, Box 90600, Durham, NC 27708-6000; or to the General Frater-
nity at Beta Theta Pi, P.O. Box 6277, Oxtord, OH 45056.

“i

Death of a Chapter’ to be credible, needs the signature of the
author or an explanation of the need for secrecy. Regardless, it was
interesting and well-written.”

- John Reyle #101

“I have had some serious discussions with Oxford, initiated by
them after I wrote. They admit that they were late getting to the
scene, that the situation should have been addressed sooner and
better... They do seem dedicated to getting Gamma Rho back in
action.

I feel that a lot of the blame lies with the Chapter. Not attend-
ing annual meeting is not a crime in my bool, but not sending
reports to be published in the Beta magazine is. Very seldom did I
see Duke listed in the D’s, and that is just lazy.

I thought the Chapter was going downhill when they were un-
able or unwilling to get out their own alumni newsletter [Ed. Note:
TDB has written about why the Chapter can’t get out the newslet-
ter and do it almost free in this day of computers. The fact of the
matter is that newsletters were first published by Gamma Rho
in 1947 and only about 13 issues total were ever sent out before
publication ceased in 1967. Affinity Connection, TDB’s publisher,
together with one other firm, publishes most of the newsletters for
all fraternities and sororities. Expensive, but the only way to do it
right and have continuity. If anyone wants to volunteer to get out
TDB please come forward now, before it is too late].

“...Oxford is not the center of stupidity. They seem to do a
pretty good job with chapters that meet them partway. You cannot
be just a social club anymore; it looks bad on your resume if you
don’t do something useful. We didn't do this in my day because
nobody did, but we were among the leaders in all phases of
campus life.”

- Fred Dennerline #145

Comments on the Chapter’s Closing

“I am extremely disappointed in the loss of the Chapter. The
general fraternity and the school seemed to do nothing to prevent
this. I am not now, and never was, a ‘professional’ Beta. The ritual
was merely a fun thing. To insist that a social fraternity do service
work to exist does not fit with the chapter life T knew and loved.
We liked each other, studied together, and enjoyed living together.
That is why I joined. The situation is apparently different these
days at Duke, and probably contributed greatly to the Chapter’s
decline.”

- Kendall Hayes #207

“I am sorry about the demise of Gamma Rho by those thugs in
Oxford.”
- Tom Todd #294

“My observation is that the actions/inactions of all parties caused
this to happen. It is very upsetting to us old timers to see the end
of our Chapter.”

- Jim Wilkerson #354

“Like all pendulums, Beta at Duke will swing back into view when
the time is right”
- Grant Harmon #522

“After a few drinks, some pretty good memories come back —great
and unique years - 1964-68. But I guess we weren't ‘Gung-

Ho Betas’ - not much on ritual, unless Walter Cronkite or the
Avengers count.”

- Don Brown #560

“Thanks for the recap of the demise of Gamma Rho.”
- Glen Gray #575






