IFC nabs 234 recruits from pool of 499
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Let the pledging begin.

As the three weeks of rush came to an end, brothers from the campus’ 15 Interfraternity Council fraternities gathered to distribute bids on East Campus to 297 students who received them throughout the past week.

As of Friday night, a total of 234 recruits had accepted bids given by fraternities, which marked the deadline for acceptances, said IFC President Eric Kaufman, a senior. The number of acceptances this year indicates an increase of 21 accepted bids from last year’s class of 213.

This year’s rush also showed an increase in participants, rising to 499 from last year’s 470. Junior Louis Hellman, IFC vice president for recruitment and pledging, said the members of the IFC executive board were satisfied with the turnout.

“We were very pleased. We were able to substantially increase numbers in rush from last year as well as the number of bids given out and the number of kids who accepted bids,” Hellman said. “Rush went a lot smoother than last year. This year we were able to finish everything very quickly and eliminate dirty rush techniques as much as possible.”

Dirty rushing, a term that refers to the violation of recruitment rules by fraternities, was not a large problem this year, Kaufman said.

“Every recruitment process has its share of violations,” he said. “This year was nothing more, nothing less.”

As of Monday night, the deadline for official bid acceptances, Delta Sigma Phi had the most accepted bids at 27, Hellman said. The two fraternities with the fewest acceptances were Phi Delta Theta and Delta Kappa Epsilon, each with one. These totals do not include snap bids, or late acceptances, which were not complete until Friday. Kaufman declined to comment on final numbers for individual chapters, deferring to the chapter presidents.

This year was the first year of rush for a new fraternity, Sigma Alpha Epsilon. SAE President Brad Larson, a junior, wrote in an e-mail that SAE’s first IFC rush was a “learning process.”

“It is true that we are a new fraternity, but that did not put any pressure on us to give out a lot of bids as a way to get a lot of pledges,” Larson said. “We think the best way to create a quality fraternity is to focus on the quality of guys, not the number of guys.... Certainly being new made it difficult in terms of rush, because we had never conducted an IFC rush before.”

Hellman said one of the most significant changes that affected rush this year was the new Panhellenic rush schedule, which was held over the course of two weekends instead of the usual five-day period beginning before the start of the semester.

“It changed the dynamic of when [fraternities] held certain events, particularly because [they] couldn’t pull any official events with sororities until the whole thing was over,” Hellman said. “You couldn’t hold any events the first two weekends and bank on a lot of girls showing up. It definitely wasn’t ideal, but I think we were able to work around it. [IFC rush] definitely had a different feel.”

Chapter presidents—excluding Larson, Delta Kappa Epsilon President Tucker Howard, a sophomore, and Sigma Chi President Andrew Bevan, a senior—did not respond to requests for comment Sunday. Pi Kappa Alpha President Zach Prager, a sophomore, declined to comment.

